PARKINSON'S DISEASE f Allied Health Team”

CORE PRlNClPLEs VACHIEVING HUMAN IMPROVEMENT
Understanding Parkinson's Disease

Parkinson's Disease is a neurological condition that affects movement. It occurs when nerve cells
in the brain, called dopamine-producing neurons, die or become impaired. Dopamine is a crucial
chemical messenger that helps control movement.

The Impact of Dopamine Depletion

When dopamine levels decrease, it can lead to:
e Tremors: Uncontrolled shaking, often in the hands and limbs.
e Rigidity: Stiffness in the muscles, making movement difficult.
e Bradykinesia: Slowness of movement.
e Postural Instability: Problems with balance and coordination

The Power of Exercise
Regular exercise can significantly improve the quality of life for people with Parkinson's. Here's
how:
e Protect Brain Cells: Exercise can help safeguard the brain cells that produce dopamine.
e Enhance Brain Function: It can stimulate the growth of new brain cells and improve
communication between them.
e Improve Motor Skills: Targeted exercises can enhance balance, coordination, and muscle
strength.

Key Exercise Principles
e Big Movements, Big Benefits:
o Exaggerate Your Movements: Perform movements with greater force and amplitude to
stimulate dopamine release.
o Focus on Functional Exercises: Practice activities of daily living like reaching, bending, and
twisting.
e Cardiovascular Exercise: Fuel Your Brain
o High-Intensity Interval Training (HIIT): Short bursts of intense exercise followed by rest
periods can boost brain health.
o Steady-State Cardio: Activities like walking, cycling, or swimming can improve
cardiovascular health and endurance.
¢ Flexibility and Mobility:
o Regular Stretching: Maintain flexibility and range of motion to prevent stiffness and
improve posture.
o Yoga and Tai Chi: These practices can enhance balance, coordination, and relaxation.

Tips for Effective Exercise
e Consult Your Doctor: Before starting any new exercise program, consult with your healthcare
provider.
e Listen to Your Body: Pay attention to your body's signals and adjust your workout accordingly.
e Stay Consistent: Regular exercise is key to managing Parkinson's symptoms.
e Consider a Parkinson's-Specific Exercise Program: These programs are designed to target
specific symptoms and improve overall well-being.

By incorporating exercise into your daily routine, you can take control of your Parkinson's journey
and live a more active and fulfilling life.
Remember, every step, no matter how small, counts.




